Period of Trial and Hope
periphery, in an effort to "contain" the Soviet Union in that re-
gion, stem the advance of Egyptian influence and establish United
States* own dominant position there.
The Eisenhower Doctrine, however, received a "chilly9' recep-
tion abroad and, at the same time, split the Arab world into two
camps. The British government did not foresee any immediate
danger of Soviet armed attack and feared that military aid under
the new doctrine might result in an arms race in the Middle East,
Moreover, it was felt that the United States was seeking to take
advantage of a power vacuum that, to a large extent, she herself
had created by demanding the withdrawal of the British and
French forces from Egypt. It was contended that while the United
States had denounced the Anglo-French intervention in Egypt.
she was now herself seeking, through the Eisenhower Doctrine,
a cover for intervention in the Middle East region to protect her
oil interests there.
Insofar as the countries of the Middle East were concerned,
the Eisenhower Doctrine instead of unifying them produced just
the opposite effect. Those countries that had already supported
the West, such as Turkey, Iraq, Iran—the Baghdad Pact coun-
tries, and Lebanon, announced their strong support for the Doc-
trine. But Egypt and Syria denounced it as an "imperialist plot".
The Soviet Union also -joined with an attack against the new
American "colonialism" and the gross interference in the domes-
tic affairs of the Middle Eastern countries. She contended that
the doctrine was intended "to turn the Middle East into an Ameri-
can colony". The Soviet Union also took advantage of the fed-
ing of "injured pride" among the Arab nations resulting from
the doctrine's pointed reference to the existence of a "military
vacuum" in the Middle East and the inability of the Arab states
to defend the area against communist aggression. In fact, "the
American refei^nce to the vacuum became the chief motif in
Soviet propaganda" whose main object was to undermine the
47

